
1 e r 
The sug£est::ion that an aircraft had cxpl in ~ 

air, th.at it was a meteorite, or even a U.F.O., wa.s ~dvanced 
after a mystery ' ball of fire ' was seen oYer East ~land 
on Tuesday c• ning, 

. The bulk of the sightint;s 
~e from the Ladybank and 
Cupar area a1 though there were 
~ro reports frorri as far ap art 
as Arbroath, Carnomtie, Dun­
d~ Largs, and Glenrothes.. 

Dozens of reporu poured 
into R. A.F. uuchars. 

· A spoke sman for the ~t.1 tion 
said " Nearly all the reporu 
we .. received spoke of a w!Ji te 

trail of smoke such u }ou 
would norm ally s~ from an 
aircraf~ which tu.-n e-d buck 
and fin all y a p oded. 

" S ome said the was a ball 
of fi re and others spoke o1 a 
bright li ght. 

"The report we atta.:.bed 
mos: credence to came from .a 
perron i Ladybank who said 
he had ~~n a brigh t flash in 
the sky fa lowed by a bang: 

I 
" A Nimrod aircraft !rom 

R.A.F . Kinlo s was under the 
control of •Leuchars at 5 r.m., 
the time the reporu started to 
come in, and it was d iverted 
to carry our a search. 

.. Nimrods are limited to an 
altitude of not less than 2000 
fee t over habited areas, :md this 
h indered the search. 

.. The Nimrod ~parted see­
ing a fi re on the ground riear 
a fa rm outside il..adybank:. 

" The rescue helicopter from 
Leuchars was scrambled but rhe 
fire turned out to be no m re 
th aa a burning farm_ tip. . 

A 8 IZ o ATH rl ER A Lf) I Z Y A N 

•• A se-ct r search of t.t.e area 
b<:tw~n Lad ybank and Cupar 
wal then b~gun by t!lc: heli -
copter. _ 

"The :Ni rod wu rde-3sed 
when clo :1 cover prevo lted it 
from be ing effective.." · 

The eb:opter was al!o' 
eventuan Y re<:alled. 

Mrs ·Gra ::e McKay, 24 
Grampian G ardens, Arbroath, 
reported see i:lg a ball of fire 
travelling " very low aod _hu 'l 
in the sky just before ~ p .m. ' 

· She called her husband 
through o s~e the object and~ 
they watcll ed it until it vani~hed 

· as suddenly s it appeared. ' 
Both agreed, how::ve:r, it was ·' 

travelling too fast J or an air-, 
craft. 


